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According to the Portuguese chronicler, Nuniz, Bukka II and Devaraya I extended the
boundaries of the city of Vijayanagar and raised fresh walls and towers. According to another
historian, Sewell, their great work included the construction of a huge dam on the Tungabhadra
river and the formation of an aqueduct, fifteen miles long, from the river to the city. It
is considered to be one of the most remarkable irrigation works in the medieval period,
Devaraya, also patronised literature. Towards the close of his reign, Nicolo Cortti, an Italian,
visited Vijayanagar and his description of the city reveals its glory. Devaraya I passed away
in 1422. His sons, Ramachandraraya and Vijayaraya I, who ruled one after the other, did not
do anything significant.
The next ruler, Devaraya II (1426-1446), son of Vijayaraya, was a great monarch. He
effected the conquest of Kondavidu and carried his arms into Kerala, subjugating the ruler of
Quilon and other chieftains, The writings of Abdur Razzak, the Persian ambassador who visited
south India during the reign of Devaraya II, bear testimony to the supremacy of the king over
many ports of south India, According to him, the dominions of Devaraya II extended from
Ceylon to Qulbarga and from Orissa to Malbar, Nuniz says that Devaraya extracted tribute
from the rulers of Quilon, Ceylon, Pulicat, Pegu and Tansasserim. The relations between the
Vijayanagar and Bahmanl kingdoms continued to be hostile in the reign of Devaraya II also,
It Is to be noted that Devaraya took a number of Muslims into his army and provided every
facility to them for a free exercise of their religious obligations* Devaraya re-organised his
army and gave them better training In archery. He was a great builder and a patron of poets.
Extensive commerce and revenues from various sources contributed to the prosperity of the
Vijayanagar kingdom under him.
The kings who succeeded Devaraya II were not of any importance, His son, Malllkarjuna,
and his grandson, Vlrupaksha, were quite incompetent and allowed the empire to disintegrate.
To add to this, there was pressure from Muhmud Shah, the Bahmanl sultan who proclaimed
a jeh&d (religious war) against Vijayanagar, To worsen the situation further, the Portuguese
were rapidly trying to establish themselves on the west coast and in the ports along It. The
Vijayanagar minister, Saluva Narasimha, was an able administrator and could successfully
counter these forces* Later, in 1485 he usurped the throne, Thus the Saluva line of kings
came to rule Vijayanagar.
There was formidable opposition to Saluva Narasimha at the outset and he had to spend
a good deal of his time and energy putting down many rebel chieftains. He died in 1490
leaving his two sons to the care of Narasanayaka of the Tuluva family, a trusted general. The
quarrels among the chieftains in the court necessitated a change in favour of a more capable
and stronger ruler and Narasanayaka assumed himself the power as a regent in 1492, keeping
the real ruler under tutelage.
Narasanayaka died in 1503 and by that time he had established his authority effectively
over the whote of his extensive dominion. His son, Vira Narasfmha, took his place as regent